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Characters

John
M
W

F

The audience is raked down towards the actors.
There is no scenery, no props, no furniture and no mime.
Instead the focus is entirely on the drama of the scene.

Note
/ means the next speech begins at that point.
— means the next line interrupts.

... at the end of a speech means it trails off. On its own it
indicates a pressure, expectation or desire to speak.

A line with no full stop at the end of a speech indicates that
the next speech follows on immediately.

A speech with no written dialogue indicates a character
deliberately remaining silent.

A blank space between speeches in the dialogue indicates a
silence equal to the length of the space.

One

John

John

John

John

John

John

You take it out that’s what you do you
fucking take it out first otherwise what’s the
point?

Alright

It’s not alright it’s a fucking

Don't.

Don’t you fucking dare, put it down first put
it down.

I can’t. I can’t. Not when you're.

I'm

OH!

Not when you’re like that standing over me
watching everything I do you're like a
fucking

Pest.

Is that the word?
A tfucking. Nuisance.

Nuisance?

Yeah look don’t mock me, now you mock
the way I speak, first you mock what I'm
doing, what I'm making here, what I'm
trying to do then you’re mocking the way I
speak.

You said it.
I know.
You spake it

I don’t need this. Not now. Not . . . do you
understand?

Why am I being so nasty to you.
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John

John

John

John

John

John

John

John

John

Why are you being so nasty to me . . . yes
exactly why why why?

Because you're like a brother to me.
What?

You’re like a brother.

You're playing now.

But you are.

I’'m not your

No I know you’re not. But that’s what you’re
like, I'm mocking you like this, because
that’s what brothers do.

But you’re not.
I'm not I know.

Fuck off now, go and watch your
programme.

Why?

You're pestering me.

Pestering

If you don’t just don’t just I'll I’'ll

Look. All. I'm saying is. That you. Can’t
fucking cook, Can’t fucking do anything
with your hands.

Really?

Yes. Hands. No. Nothing. Nothing practical.
Nothing that needs to be done. You're all
gestures and waving. Cutting the air, and
flapping them up and down all the time,
trying to make a point, it’s like
EMPHASISING a WORD because you
DON’T know how to use them and

One 7

compensating with those fucking hands of
yours have you seen them? .

John Have I seen my my hands?

M They’re like tennis rackets on the end of
sticks. Like satellite dishes at the end of
fishing rods. They’re ridiculous.

John Okay.

M Ridiculous.

John Okay.

M I’'ve missed you tod.

John Really.

M Love you.

John Right.

M Really.

John Right.

M I'm like a puppy.

M It took ten years oftf me. A shock like that.

I know that’s not what they say that’s not the
expression, but it did. I felt ten years
younger after I picked myself up, and came
to terms with the fact, with the fact I wasn’t
dead.

John You felt glad to be alive.

M I felt more alive. I felt like a fucking child
again. I wanted to

John Not dance.

M Like run around and find someone and kiss

them.
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John Who?

M Someone. Doesn’t —

You know what I mean?

John No.

M You’re not trying.

John But you’re alright.

M I'm alright. Alright yes. Yes.

John ' Because I was worried.

M Of course.

John When you didn’t call.

M Then when I did call.

John When you did call yes, then I became even
more worried breathing down the phone
like that I don’t want to be insensitive but
you didn’t think about me did you? Even for
a minute. That I'd be worrying, I'd be dying
thinking what might’ve happened, you
didn’t reassure me at all, the words you were
using I thought you must have . . . I don’t
know concussion or something like that
something that made you mad.

M I didn’t

John You seem a bit

M I’'m not mad P'm not mad this isn’t madness

this is energy this is fireworks burning like
on that one night of the year this is fingers
up like sparklers this is eyes popping like
fucking Roman candles this is the fucking
bonfire in my

John

John

John

John

John

John

John

One 9

In your

In my I don’t know my chest my arms my

legs, my fucking hair I don’t want to waste
it, what what what? Why can’t you go with
me on this?

I think we’re fundamentally different
individuals you know that?

I don’t
Fundamentally different people.
Are we.

I mean we live under the same roof, we go
to bed at night we fuck and chat and cook
and eat and everything but I think only now,
only now I'm beginning to realise yes, look
at us, that we’re fundamentally different
people. We'’re like. I mean you're eggs and
I'm :

Cheese

No what’s the opposite? I don’t know, |
mean all the things we do they cover up the
very basic fact that when it comes down to
it, if you see something I don’t know,
dangerous, like a man with a knife, in the
street, you kniow suddenly he’s there, and
you’ll take a step towards him.

Yes.
But Il run away.
Yes.

So do you see what I mean it’s like a
fundamentally different thing? If I got hit by
a car, I’d be in pieces literally probably
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M
John
M
John
M
John
M
John
M
John
M
John
M
John
M
John
M

literally you’d have to go to the hospital and
collect me bit by bit and put me back
together I mean I’d be a mess I'd be liquid
you’d have to freeze me, solidify me before
1 could do or say anything you know okay
I’'m being dramatic and romantic but you
know I’d be a fucking a fucking.

I know.

But you get hit by a car hit by a car like that
and you're . . . better.

Yes.

You’re more alive, like you say, you’re more .
8 y Ys

. . there.
Exactly. .

And I think that reflects something
fundamental about our relationship.

. You do.

IdoIdo.

Which is?

There’s a gap.
Between? What? Us?

It’s not working. It’s nearly over. We’re both
ignoring the fact that it’s only a matter of
time before we’ll be

No.

On our own.
Don’t say that.
Just did.

It’s not true.

John

John

John

John

John

John

John

One 11

It is true because I just said it so there it is.
It’s out there, look there it is right there can
you see it yes, there on the floor between us
this thing I just said, not going away

This is all a bit.
This is, yes, all

For me. All a bit much a bit hyper today
everything’s going so fast. I mean ves I feel
better yes I feel like I appreciate everything
more and that includes you yes before you
say anything against it yes it includes you but
I need something. Oh God I'm spinning, ves
I need something to hold on to.

Not me.

You yes.

Not me. It’s over. Look. That thing I just
said is there between us in the way.

It’s not.

It’s going to be in a week maybe it will be 1
can feel it. So we might as well — No no no
no no don’t fucking. Stand over there by the
fake dog, Stand over there where I can see
you but there isn’t any danger you might.
No.

There.

There.

Here.

Yes.

I'm alright here?
For now.

I might fall over.
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John
M

John
M

John

John

John

You won't.

An illustration. Showing me the distance
between us.

If you like.

But you’re not showing me the distance,
you’re creating it, you put me over here, put
that thing there between us.

And you’re saying it means.

It means we’re now

We're

Yes?

Well?

Finish what you were going to.
What?

Say.
Finish what you were going to say.

You want to go.

Everything we say to each other we’re
sinking,

You and me.

I’'m taking a lifeboat.

John

B John

Teddy bears waiting for a train.
Very English.

Right.
Why this?
It’s . ..
kitsch

John

John

John

John

John

John

John

One 13

It is that it is kitsch. You want to get back
you want to get back with me, you make a
big fuss, then you change your mind, and
you want to get back so you bring me teddy
bears.

A random gesture full of humour and irony
intended to provoke mutual feelings of
goodwill, and find the giver endearing,

Okay.

So? Do you? Am I?
You were —
Endearing I mean.
You were the one.
I know.

The one who

I KNOW

So what’s with the fucking bears. This
offering. What? You think I don’t want you
back.

You didn’t

I didn’t. What? Say? No of course I didn’t
fucking say a word, of course I didn’t. You
say your piece and walk out 'm not going to
beg you I'm not going to lower myself to
asking why or asking you to stay we’ve
always said, haven’t we, if you want to go if
you need to go go. And there you went.

And now I'm back.

With your teddy bears’ fucking embroidered

... party.
What is this, an apology?
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John

John

John

John

John

John

John

I suppose
So what have you done?

Nothing just what you know Pve done. Walk
out on you, leave you, and stay away, and
mess you around and now I want to

This is covering something,
No it’s smoothing.

No, more than that this is covering
something up. You want to simply come
back you have a change of heart something
like that you want to come back in the
normal way you buy me a bottle of wine or
something I like, you buy me something
simple, but you’ve had a had a longer.

No come on.

Alonger

Thought

Haven’t you.

What'’s he going to say?

When I come back in through the door.
How can I make it seem like it’s normal.
Distract him.

But distract him from?

From?

How can I persuade myself I want him?
I know!

No no no.

Teddy bears. Yes yes yes. Jesus.

Okay
Here it comes

Yes

John

John

John

John

John

John

John

John

One 15

Here it comes in the distance.
I11

A revetation. Thirty seconds and counting.
So?
So?

I still whack off to you every night.

A true fucking worshipper standing in front
of me. A true disciple, John, aren’t you? You
whack off, no, you s#ll whack off so you st
you still you see that implies a despite. We're
not there yet are we? You st/ whack off
despite . . |

What?

Despite. You stzll whack off despite . . .
Despite nothing.

What?

Nothing,

Take it away.

What?

The bears the bears the bears I don’t want
them.

I think I’'m in love and I need help because
she’s mad.

Bang! There it is.

Love?
Mad?
She?

You can see why I’'m confused.
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M
John
M
John

John

John

John

You want help.
I need some straightening out.

Sounds like you’ve already

‘Not a joke that wasn’t a joke. I just mean I

need to know what’s going on, because this
woman this woman is

You want your boyfriend’s help with the
woman you'’re sleeping with.

Because really you're the only person.

Fuck off you fucked up little oft' my fucking
land you get out get out now get out now

You don’t mean that I know you I know
I thought we were brothers.
You said that but I never understood.

That we would stick together, like glue like
blood

Blood yes.
Yes

And that’s what I'm asking, Yes. Together.
No matter what.

Exactly.
And this is what.
Okay.

Okay.

Thick or thin we said and this is thin.

One 17
M Okay.
Okay.
Stand further away and we might stand a
You look so different now.
John Please please
M A different person.
John I'm not 'm really not.
M Shush.
So.
Okay.
Tell me about it.
John A week.
M Lay it all out.
John Iam.
It was a week ago.
M Thank you for the detail
John I’'m trying to be honest.
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M You're always trying John, always trying, but John But—
have you ever actually done a thing in your 5
ﬁfe. Stop fOHOWlng me! M DO you understandjohn. A STREAM
John I'm not, but if you loved me like you’re John I don’t think that means anything,
supposed to you’d sit me down and we’d M I want a RIVER!
have a conversation
John I...
M We’ve never sat down like we're supposed M What?
to, I'm sorry but we’ve never had a '
conversation like this sitting down. John I...
John 7 ) Yes we . . . have we definitely . . .
M Not like what you’re saying, that’s never M Yes?
been how we worked never, but of course John I was going to say something
you’ve started, of course, making up
fictitious and highly optimistic myths about M Yes?
our wonderful relationship which has since
passed, about how fantastic things used to be
and I'm sorry to disillusion you so soon into John Pve forgotten.
our reconciliation but we were not happy all M Jesus.
the time, we rarely spoke to each other ' ‘
without doing something else and we always John I do do things I bought you the picture.
John, we argued all the fucking time. M Yes you did and no, no is the answer by the
| John Well I dor’t want to argue. ] waglf I don’t find you endearing. Yes you did
and no
| M You cheated on me Well.
1 John / Not cheated. Not for the things you think I do.
| . . . John But there’s got to be something about me
M g.ltt};la girl a woman a female a chick, / cow, something that isn’t all like that, otherwise
He why are we still here, still talking, why do
John Stop it I don’t want — you let me back, why did you think of us
) ) ] like brothers, which by the way is a really
M Don’t want. Trylpg not to. F}Jcklng DO fucking weird thing to say but I assume
something you piece of fuckmg crap on the T hope you said it because you wanted to
floor Of_ a shit shit road. Explain yourself or express our commitment to each other our
something. You’re small. You’re a half-arse. closeness our love that was more than sex

You’re a lame duck. You’re a stream. more than friends was more like




20 Cock
unconditional this ideal love you normally
only find in families based on the idea that
whatever we did whatever we did

M I suppose yes I suppose é.nd you're holding
me to it.

John Only that, yes, this is whatever.

M Big fucking whatever though isn’t it?
Pointing pointing,

John No. No. I’'ve remembered what I was going
to say. '

M Oh glorious fanfare cymbals and drum roll
here it comes.

John You’re not as good-looking as you think.

M Right.

John Right. Yes. That’s.
You’re lucky to have me.
Okay?

M Right. Well you’re probably right.

John Hmm.

M And finally some balls.
Finally a statement.
Now we stand a chance.

John She must be obsessed.

M I thought we said.

John She’s always there. There’s nothing I can

do nothing I can do this isn’t my doing
alright. She’s just there. That’s why I didn’t

John

John

John

John

John

John

John

One 21
tell you before I knew you’d be like this
think it was me but
Maybe she’s outside right now.

Little fancy woman isn’t she?

- Stop it.

Nice little bit of skirt you picked up you
fucking lad.

Alright alright

Cuntmuncher.

Very funny.

Mingediving muffmining wanker.
STOP. IT.

What does she want?

She thinks I'm straight.

Well you are from what you told me from
the graphic detasl you went into sounds a bit a
lot like to me that you if you see what I
mean that you are in fact yes yes not gay not
that not gay but :

No I don’t think I'm, no I know I’'m not. I'm
not straight otherwise how would we still be
doing anything?

A supreme act of the will?

No no I like it I do as you know and I love
you and I share everything with you in my
head all the time, I still, I mean you give
me a really big dick metaphorically or
actually sometimes looking at you, or
thinking of you coming home, or you know
when I’'m at work got your picture on my
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John

John

John

John

John

John

John

desktop on my phone everywhere still now
$0 NO NO.

I suppose I like both but that’s okay isn’t it
that’s okay?

That’s okay John yes it’s absolutely okay to
like both

Yes. Exactly.
But not at the same time

Do you know what an apology is? Do you
know what it means to accept one? That’s
what you did you accepted so the case is
closed and we move on.

Oh we do 1 see how awfully.

Shut the fuck up. Bloody fucking fuck.”
That’s you. I have a problem I have a really
big problem, she’ll embarrass me if 11 don’t
know I have dinner with Mum and Dad and
she comes over and starts talking or if she
turns up at work and people ask questions.

So deal with it,
She’s following me. Maybe she’ll kill me.

A welcome gesture as far as I'm concerned I
mean we mustn’t forget John, we mustn’t
forget, you fucked and left her.

It wasn’t just a fuck

This is what women do, what do you mean
not just a fuck?

Well I want to be honest.
You liked each other,

Yes, at the time there was something.

John

John

John

John

John

John

John

John

John

John

One 23

Well maybe this is Disney, maybe this is high
school the fucking musical and you’re meant
to be together for ever and ever John,
maybe she’s the one the one that you want
yeah? The one you’re looking for then no?

No.

OH!

What?

Oh, do you think?
What?

Do you think she’s
What?

Would explain it.

No fuck off.

She might be.

She fucking is fucking not. You
Daddy

Cock.

Daddy.

Cock!

Daddy will you play with me?
How the fuck old are you you

Please Mummy why’s Daddy doiﬁg that
with that other man

If you don’t close your fucking mouth
before I even start counting to ten, I'll kick
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John

John
John
John
John

John

John

John

you till your blood runs out till you fucking
run out of blood.

All talk. You wouldn’t kick you wouldn’t do
a thing. You’d try yes. You’d want to. You’d
intend to like everything else but I'm safe
because I know you John, and I'm sure your
son will come to feel the same, nothing you
want ever works out. You're fudge all over.

There is no son yes no baby

You seem so sure but you never mentioned a
condom / in your statement

Well we did we —

And was she good-looking?
She’s

A hot wet tight fuck?

Stop it.

Tall?

Abit.

Face?

Yeah.

Petite little thing that’s what you like with
girls is it?

No. No. It’s finished it doesn’t matter.

And she was tall, I said. No not petite, more
like a man really.

What?
Quite manly I suppose.

John

John

John

John

John

John

John

John

Is that supposed to make me feel better?
Soften the blow.

That she was manly?
Yes.
You have no idea.

No.

I dor’t even believe that you would anyway.
Is this a lie?

No.

T'mean sexual feelings just don’t work like
that. Manly? What? Big hands? Shoulders?
Penis?

Maybe it’s all more complicated than
anyone

Maybe for you it is. Yes, maybe you’re the
most complicated sexual being that ever
existed. Because it doesn’t seem to be the
same level of problem for most people.

She was nice.

I can tell.

Yes.

And now she’s following you.
Yes.

Lot of time on her big manly hands has
she?

I don’t
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M Is she unemployed?

John Maybe.

M Or
Of course.

She’s retired.
John I was sat there, sat there in that coffee shop
. telling her she had to leave me alone, and it
turned out she wasn’t following me, but it’s
just we see each other on the way to work,
and and I felt it you know

M Oh so fucking helpless.

John Well, I know what you’re implying with that
but yes that’s how it felt, that I had these
feelings and at least I’'m not hiding it from
you and there was nothing I could do

M Except fuck her.

John Yes

M Again.

John Yes, back to her place and

M What are you? Most people seem to come
together pretty well, their atoms hold, and
you can look at them and go oh, that’s my
mate Steve, that’s the queen, but you, you
don'’t seem to have grown coherently
You're a collection of things that don’t
amount
You’re a sprawl
A mob.

You don’t add up.

John Kiss me

John

John

John

John

One 27

Why should I that’s the one thing I have no
intention, no reason to do absolutely no
you've cheated on me twice and with a
woman and I don’t know if that’s worse, and
not just with a woman with some trannie

She 1sn’t

With some tall manly strange thing if we’re
honest, we’ve uncovered this fetish of yours
for Neanderthal women, and you’ve done it
twice, you've put it in her considerable
marshland more than once got exploring in
the extensive rainforest she’s got hidden
down there, you’ve splashed it around and
now you come back and you want me to kiss
you.

Forgive me.
Torgive you? No No No No No.

Please.

Thank you.

Always, unfortunately John, for me, always.
And I hope you realise what that means.
That means that I will always be this
unhappy because I have a feeling that as
long as we’re together you will always do
this to me, you will let me down, stand me
up, cheat and lie and fail and cock things up
like this, and then you’ll wonder why I tease
you why I'm always going at you, being
sarcastic well it’s the only way.

Then why are we
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M
John
M
John
M
John
M
John
M
John
M
John

‘ M
| John
| M

} ‘ John

John

I don’t know.

Well

But we are.

Yes.

Imean I'm ﬁot going anywhere.
Okay.

But you Zave to make a decision you prick.
Are you going to kiss me again?
What?

You looked like you were about to.
No.

Okay. Sorry. I just thought.
Take your top off.

What?
For me.

Okay.

Thank you.
And the rest.
Why?

Because I’'m about to make a decision for
you, in your favour, and I want to remind
myself of what we have, that we are so -
close, and I want to look at all of you and
remind myself that I love all of you even the
fat bits, because I think that’s the big
difference between you and her — I'm I'm

John

John

John

John

John

John

One 29
I’m fascinated by her and I mean I think
she’s just . . . wow! You know?

John why don’t you tell your mum all this,
she’ll be pleased you’ve met a nice girl after
all this time, well, I say girl.

Go on, take it off.

She always thought this was a phase and
you've proved her right.

I think every inch of you is perfect.

Right.

And?

I like that bit at your hip where the skin
looks really tight. I'm going to touch it.

So this is a decision yes?

I'love all of you.

Okay.

So

So decision made yes decision made?
Decision. Yes. Yes.

I think
Yes.

You think? For FUCK’S SAKE.

No. No I think.

I want some fucking commitment you
You.

Wet
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John

John

John

John

Wet.
Fish.

Fish?

Maybe we should all meet up.
The three of us.

Finish it.

Yes, fish.

Fish, that’s what you are.

Oh look.

Yes, well it doesn’t mean anything,

Well.

This doesn’t mean we’re done about this.

It’s not over.
I don’t forget.
I'm like an elephant.

Like an elephant.
Yes.
Exactly what I was going to say.

Two

John

John

John

John

I think we live close to each other,
What? Sorry. Sorry I'm sorry.

I think we must live quite, sorry I hope you
don’t think this is scary but I see you often
on the way to work, on the tube, then
walking up towards the square. I recognise
you, I think.

Sorry — is that weird? But I thought I might
as well say.

No, no of course you recognise certain
faces, there’s certain people you always see .
. . there’s this one guy I saw must’ve been a
student and he used to wear a long black
coat, white make-up you know like a goth?

Yeah yeah.

And I’d see him every morning and what he
was wearing was like fuck you to the world
you know? and course he looked a bit stupid
but I loved the fact he didn’t care.

Yeah.

I'loved that, but then one day he got on the
tube, and he was different, he’d had a
haircut — and was wearing really normal,
normal boring Topman clothes, everything
about him had become like everyone else. I
never noticed him again after that it was like
he disappeared. Sorry that was a story
wasn’t it? You didn’t ask for a story did you,
just a oh look I recognise you, that’s all you
expected a kind of passing, and look I’'m still
talking. Sorry I'm a bit.
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John

John

John

John

John

John

John

It’s fine.

I'm a bit distracted.

Okay. It’s fine. Okay. You're . . .
Yeah. Sorry.

Busy with . ., what? Work is it?

No no. Well yes, always, always busy with
work but no

I split up with, my relationship finished.
Two weeks ago.

I'm sorry.

And Pmstill . . . It’s all I think about you
know I expect you know what it’s like.

You want to get back.

No. No it didn’t work, it didn’t work at all it
was horrible, I mean it’s like a, another
world now, already like another time, but . .
. you spend all that time sharing your life
with someone else, and you don’t miss them
because they aren’t physically there, you
miss them because they’re not in your head,
when you watch a film you don’t watch it
with them any more, thinking of them, do
you know what I mean? They've even left
your own brain.

I was married when I was twenty-three.
Right.

Divorced after two years,

Yeah.,

I was a kid really I don’t know why I -

John

John

John
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But you’re not very — I know it’s not polite
but how old are you now?

Twenty-eight.

Right, really?
Well

Really?
‘Twenty-eight?
You look great.
Thanks.

Yeah yeah.

John

It’s weekends that are the problem. Weeks
are fine, they’re great. Friday-night parties,
after-work drinks this is when you’re in your
element, you can do what you want, but it
gets to Saturday afternoon and if you
haven’t already planned to meet someone
then you’re there on your own and you
know that right at that moment there’s all
these couples in the park, or going to Tkea
you know? Sorting out the house. All these
couples living the dream in their own world,
doing things that couples do, doing the
things they think they should do, but no no
sorry that’s bitter I mean these couples want
to set up home, you know; they’re thinking
of the future. They’re trying out marriage.
What would it be like, could we spend our
whole lives together, and looking I’'m going
to be honest shit — Jesus I'm really talking
here.

It’s fine.

I mean I’'m so jealous of the ones that 1
think are really in love. I mean there’s that
whole Bridget Jones thing of finding a man,
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but I’ll never do that I've been married, I've w
found a man, you know, but it didn’t work
because it wasn’t right, Il never do it again John
I would rather be on my own than do that

however fucking lonely I get. Ha!

John So you do get

W At the weekends yes, on a Saturday
afternoon or the evenings if there’s nothing W
to do and your flat then seems very small
and you’ve nowhere to go.

John - Yeah. John

w And you can’t really meet up with friends I w
mean you feel they’re doing it for your John
benefit. I'm not moaning here, you know
that you do know that I’'m just talking. w

John Well I suppose Ive got all that to —I mean I
agree it has to be completely right. I mean
he always made me feel like I used to be, as
I was when we met, and you know we met John
when I was twenty-one, twenty-two really W
young, and I was always the younger one
and he wanted me to stay like that and it’s John
only now that I've realised, I'm a completely w
different person, and acting like that like
twenty-two was making me so depressed I
mean I just stopped talking, stopped having

John

any real any real confidence.

w It’s over now.

John Yeah.

w It’s good.

John Yeah.
I know.

Two 35

Fuck ’em.

Huh.
Yeah.
Huh.

Would you consider sleeping with a woman?

I see.
Well?
That’s
Yes.

I see.

It’s just a question. Please. We’re just talking.
That’s why you

No.

I don’t mind.

That’s not why.

Some people might think you were scrawny
but I think you’re like a picture drawn with
a pencil. I like it. You haven’t been coloured
in, you’re all

Wire.
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John So what are you saying?
W I have no idea.
John It’s crossed my mind.
w I noticed.
John But I mean we're . . .
But we’ve only just met.
Mayhe we should,
w Should?
John Not.
w Of course.
John Ha ha ha ha you’re serious. I like it.
Dol?
1 don’t know.
Oh oops I'm scared.
I gave it away I’m shit-scared of you what
do I say now?
Ww. Yes?
~John I’'ve never found women attractive.
w I’'m not women, I'm me.
John I know I know that I feel that.
w So
John I’ve never really looked at women I find

them a bit like water

John

John

John

John

~ John

John

John

John

when you want beer.

Or like a minimalist house
with nothing in it.

When you’re someone who’s really into
stuff.

Are you really into stuff?
There’s no

What?

Well.

Yes it’s different. Shall I just fuck right off
where I came from.

No no no don’t fuck right off where you.
Just

Just what just what then?

Just sit there and let me have a think of this
all through.

Of course.

I miss him.

T'm sorry.

But maybe this is a way of

No. No. I don’t want to be a way . . .
No no.

Not a way, not a function. Only if it’s only
about me.

Me.

Of course.
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John

John

John

John

John

I really want to but I really am I mean I
really am scared.

But we could give it a go couldn’t we, see
what happens?

Whatever you want if it’s too soon. I mean I
really like you I want to play a long game I
certainly don’t want to rush you, but this
feels

Important.
You know?

I certainly have biological feelings, things
are happening without going into details
when I'look at you there’s definitely
something going on.

For me too. Without going into details.
That’s good I

Gap on.

Gap on?

Gap. On?

Yeah like a

Yeah yeah I get it it’s funny.
Hubh.

Huh.

I

Shall we go then?

Yours or

John

John
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I don’t have a mine I mean mine is his, 'm
on a sofa with with a friend so not mine we
can’t go there so

No problem.
So we can’t go there.

No problem.

John

John

John

John

John

John

All my life I've only really looked at men. But
this is.

I mean actually now.

Now I'm looking at it.

It’s

What?
It’s quite nice.

Like a Travelodge you mean?
Sounds like something you’d say about a
hotel room quite nice.

No I'mean it’s got a shape. A sense to it.

You can touch it if you want, but, and you
may find this difficult, when you’re first
starting — beginner’s guide this isn’t it? — but
please try to be delicate.

I didn’t think there’d be so much hair.
There isn’t so much.
No I didn’t mean it like —

You can imagine I’'m a man down there if it
would make you feel more

No. There’s nothing, nothing like this on a
AAAHHH ‘
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John
w

John

John
John

John

John

John

Is that — was that a good aaahhh or a bad
one?

Good one I think it’s just you’re it’s a bit, 1
mean, what are you doing?

Don’t really know.

No. Don’t stop. Don’t stop. Not saying it’s
not —

It’s only it’s sort of odd. It’s a little bit like
I'm a science experiment, you’re seeing how
I respond to stimulae in different, when you
... 0000

So circles are

Circles are . . . yes. good.
And what about in

In?

Inside

Yes in might be good in a minute if you just
hang on for, or no, okay, if you do it now
that’s fine.

I'm thinking all the time, though, you
should know this, I'm thinking, I'm worried
is there going to come a moment when I'm
missing his cock. You know that I'm going
to miss it like a world-class tennis player who
gets to the final but had broken the racket
he’s always

AAAHHH

Always played always won with and he
doesn’t miss it until that big game, that big
point, but at that moment, the moment of
pressure that’s when he really

John

John

John

John

Jobn
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Okay. Okay. Shush now. How are you
doing?

Hard at the moment. If that’s what you
mean.

Yes, this is good.

Seems to be. I do like you.

So take them off. I want to see it.
Okay;,

Okay okay okay. Yes. Yes.
Right. That’s.

That’s really

up

Ismtit?

What you were expecting?
I mean you’re getting into this aren’t you?

Yeah. I really like you. I'm so happy, I was
so worried that although that’s what |
thought that I really was into sexually,
romantically everything I was worried that
actually it was just wishful thinking that
maybe I wanted the children and the house
and the life and what I considered normality,
and that was really what I — but it’s not, It’s
something really simple.

It’s this.

There it is, looking at it.

It’s simple.

I just fucking fancy you so much.

Yeah.

Look at it there,

Just look at it.

I won’t touch it for a moment.
I just want to appreciate it
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John |
| John

i 1 ‘ John

John

|
! , John

Twitching like that.
Sort of

Throbbing

I just want to look at it.
Before it goes inside
It’s good isn’t it?

And alright.

What if

Maybe now.

I just touch the end.
The bit I know about.
Just with my little finger.
Nail.

Just a very light

Aaaaagh.

Yes. And it twitches when I do that.

Doesn’t it?

Yeah.
Aaaaagh

It twitches. It wants to get inside.

Yes.

It wants to fuck me to bits.

I think it really does actually yes.

Well here it is.

It goes in here.
So.

In it goes

Do your worst.

Oh.
Oh.
Yes
Oh

Two 43

John Yes

w OH!
YES!

John I don’t know how to explain but the thing is
you have to stop following me.

w Sugar?

John Don’t call me

w Do you want some sugar?

John Right.

w In your coffee?

John I don’t want this coffee I only said yes to try
and normalise the situation.

w You head is very square I never noticed that
before. ‘

John Can you please listen. I know you might be
mad.

w Oh come on. Mad? The situation? Don’t

patronise me John. Following you? We have
the same route to work, we always saw each
other you messed me around thought we
have something and you go back to him. I'm
angry John, I'm really fucking angry. I'm
not following you, we just can’t stop looking
at each other.

I mean I think there’s still something

But you went back to him I hope you're
happy.

The dproblem is we can’t stop looking.

I think you are really really scared.
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John
John
John
John

John

John

John

Something happened when we slept together

" I could see what happened in your head that

night, what you let yourself think for a
moment that maybe it was okay, maybe it
was allowed, and as I said before I'm just
very honest and I have a feeling it’s only a
matter of time before the things that've
been nudged out of place in your head find
a new a new pattern and you realise that,
John, you can do what you like. It’s okay.

You think I still like you.
Because

I don’.

But if you did

Idon’t.

What would you

Pm gay

What would you

I wouldn’t

You see you can’t even bear the question let
alone the answer, you’re trapped with him,
and what he thinks you are but I know John,
I know there’ll come a time in a bit when
you’ll need someone to catch you because
when it hits your whole world will really go
upside down, more than it did before.

I'm in a relationship now.

I know. You went back but you’re
pretending.

I love him.

John

John

John

John

John

John

John

John

Two

Like that. You’re accustomed. It’s what
you’re used to, that’s all.

Yes, I mean it’s only ever been
And I'm something so different.
And you’re worried,

But you can’t stop looking.

You're very assured actually aren’t you?

I said you were manly.

Manly?

That’s what I told him,

I'm not.

I know

I’'m not manly.

I know but

Why did you tell him that?

He asked what you looked like.
Is that what you think?

I didn’t mean — you’re not. It’s just

You meant, what? My back? Shoulders?
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John

John

John

John

John

John

John

John

I only said it to show him. To soften the
blow, it’s stupid I know but when I'm with
him I always start to say — I mean I don’t
think you’re manty at all.

Right.

I just didn’t want to hurt him. If he thought
you were.

It would’ve been better if you'd laid it all
out. The truth.

I know.

Because you’re being a real wanker to both
of us at the moment.

I still really like you.

I'm not following you.
I know.

You still notice me all the time on the
platform on the tube, getting coffee.

You’re very noticeable.
Thank you.
And it scares me that’s true.

Yes.

Because if what you’re saying is right that
I'm in the wrong place with the wrong
person doing the wrong things, and really
it’s us it’s us that could have a happy life with
all the things we talked about —

Then . ..
I mean I'm so scared you’re right.
Because that’s what I feel.

I feel that you’re spot on.

W So?
Sugar.
What are you going to do?

John

John But whatever you can do.

w You want me to look more manly.

John No. I don’t mean

w Strap my tits down, grow a moustache?
What? ‘

John No, just not as feminine as you normally.

w It’s insulting.

John I'm sorry I'm sorry, but if, when you come
round, he thinks I was lying on top of
everything else.

w I haven’t agreed to this, I haven’t even taken
in what you’re asking I can’t work any of it
out, you’re using all these words you’re
throwing them all at me, and asking me to
put them together why can’t you talk
properly.

John I don’t know, something to do with my brain

w Got that right, something wrong with your
brain, he wants me to come to dinner . . .

John He wants me to invite you so we can talk.
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w
John
w
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John
w
John
w
John
w
John
w

We?
Yes to talk and we can see what should

There’s no we.
Well there is.

No there’s us us two but there isn’t a we a
three people because I don’t give a shit
about him you see, I don’t even know his
name

It’s
I don’t want to know his name.

No.

Of course not. T only care about you. We
spend every other day together have done
for the last two weeks so where does he
think you’re going what does he think you’re
doing?

He thinks I’'m coming here.
Then why doesn’t he leave you?

Or why don’t you leave me?

Because you told me you’d made a
commitment a decision and now it’s dinner
with the boyfriend so maybe I should, yes,
leave you, you complete fuckwit — oh I'm
sorry John don’t look like that but this time
it’s true you needed to be stronger, why
didn’t you say no, no Mr Boyfriend, that’s a
completely fucked-up idea I think we should
just call it a day.

John

John

John

John

John
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I think he wants to understand it and we’ve
been together for a long time you know so I
feel I owe him something?

He wants to understand it why?
He wants to fight for me.

Him and me we must both be stupid what is
it about you?

My eyes. That’s what people have always
said, I’ve never had compliments about
anything except my eyes 1 mean I don’t
think I’m very good-looking, but my eyes.

Yes you’re right there is something about
them,

You know I'd protect you, if anyone laid a
finger on you ever I'd smash them I'd
torture them, I promise no one’s ever going
to do anything bad to you, I mean it.
Really.

When it comes down to it ll be there.

Yes. I do. I do know that of course I do

I think that’s the thing.

It was never just the sex was it?

And as I'said I don’t believe there’s only one
in life, I mean I don’t believe that.

But I think you might be it.

For me.

The one.

That’s why I’'m still here.

So. In that case. Please.

But please don’t mess me around why why
why do you want me to
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John

John

‘ } John
j ‘ i John

i John

Becapse if’ he meets you then he might see
how in love we are ang he might let me g0

Let you go.
Jesus,
Jesus.

This is.

Look.

Maybe: we should think abouyt.
We’re just going round in circles,

Maybe I shouldn’t see you again,
Maybe.

I mean maybe I'm wrong,

And you aren’t the right person and I
should give up.

Begause there’s so much emotional crap that
Q’rblts you, you collect it like space junk and
1E S allways flying around you, and I’'m tired
Pm tired of avoiding it all. ,
I can see it now,

Floating about, round ’
N your head as I'm
All this stuff,

So maybe we shouldn’t see each other an
more. !

Yes. Maybe that’s best.
Yes yes
yes.

Three

John

John

John

Are you going to get it?

Maybe it would be better if you did. Maybe
it would be better if you did.
Show some willing,

I'm cooking and she’s your guest, well I say
she I mean I’'m assuming she is technically a
female even if she looks like Ray Winstone,
no it’s your bit of fuckpuppetry John, you
open the door to it.

It’s waiting,
Standing there — outside now

Knocking. Knock. Knock. What’s there?
Does it have a name?

Don’t call her ‘it’.

I'might I just might, I just can’t control my
mouth, I’'m on edge here John.
You know that. And I just can’t I just can’t

You invited her,

Well I really want to know who turned your

head.
Turned it right round like that gitl from The

Exorcist.

When are you going to tell her?
Tell her?

Tell her.

Not before dinner.

Dessert then?
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John

John

John

John

John

John

John

You said the whole point is that it won’t be
so bad if she knows who I'm with. Butif I
tell her straight away she’ll turn round and
leave so '

But you are going to tell her.
Yes.
Aren’t you you little bastard.

She’ll think she’ll have the wrong house if I
don’t go now.

I think tonight might be your last chance.
Right. Right.

You can see how much I care about this.
Of course.

My hand is shaking with anger and nerves
and God knows love for you and I'm having
to go through this because despite what you
say I have the feeling that I’m about to lose
you and here I am trying to cut the fucking
potatoes and I can’t because I'm shaking,
and just now I cut my fucking finger because
of you you prick.

I'm sorry. I'm sorry. I promise I’'m going to
tell her, I'm never going to just leave you I

‘promise you that isn’t what this is about.

Well if you fuck this up I'm walking out. My
own fucking flat you can have it I’d rather
give you three hundred thousand pounds’
worth of flat than spend another moment
waiting for you if you fuck this up.

Okay.

Now open the door before she punches a
hole in it. I'm imagining a yeti that’s what

John
John
John

John

John
John
John

John
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I’'m imagining I want you to know that, a
kind of big horrible creature like she’s made
by Jim Henson and operated by two men
inside, deep voice, like she’s something from
Labyrinth what’s that thing that thing I'm
thinking of they had it on Blue Peter.

Please.

What’s it called?
Ludo.

Yeah. Ludo. Ludo!

Go on then.

Right right.
Jesus,

Hi.

Hi.

Please. Yes. Come in. Yes. You look.
Okay:.

You look really good.

I tried to look less feminine,

Right.

I failed.

I can see that.

It’s difficult, I’m not going to shave my
head, and I tried on these horrible jeans but
whatever I did just looked stupid so in the
end I thought fuck you John, I'm going to
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John

John

John

be proud of us, proud of you and look
feminine, look really feminine.

No it’s perfect.
You're completely right.

Ilove it.

Not manly at all.

Right.

Don’t you want to come in?
Not really

Right.

Can I take your coat? -
Thanks. Is he?

He’s in the kitchen.,

He’s cooking,

I said I would do it, but he wouldn’t have it
he says I'm terrible at cooking

I don’t think you’re terrible at cooking,
It’s not a competition.
Not terrible. You’re not

It’s not a competition please please it
mustn’t be that.

Then what is it really?
He just wants to talk I think.

How’s he going to take it? I feel sorry for
him actually I mean this is

Do you want to come through?

The living room.

John

John

John

John

John

John

John

John

ZSZEE‘_E
-]

Yes.

Is it yours? The flat.

Ours.

Great.

Shall we sit down?

Aren’t you going to introduce us?

Well . . . yes. Yes. Do you want a glass of
wine?

Red or white?
Either, yes, which?

Whatever goes with the food, what are we
eating?

I have no idea.

Okay.

I'll find out. Oh. Well.
Oh.

Hello.

Here he is.

Hi.

Introductions.

Yes. This is

We’ve heard a lot about each other I'm sure.

You’re not manly.

No.

He said you were manly:.
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John

He lied.

I can see that.

I'm

Very feminine yes yes, that’s clear.
Tits and everything sorry.

Tits and hips and everything don’t be sorry
darling. Don’t be sorry. I'm sure he doesn’t
mind. Well.

Interesting fabrication John.

Manly.

Yes.

An explanation?
No.

Right.
Well I don’t know what he told you about
me but I can be pretty feminine too. Nice
dress.

Thank you.

Glad you’ve made an effort. I did as well as
you can see, but John seems to think this is
an informal affair.

I don’t think it really matters.

Are you not going to enter into this
conversation John? I mean it’s a really good
one, I'm really loving it, don’t you want to
take part?

Look, she’s only just got here.

And already it’s awkward! Who’d have
thought? Never mind. It’s beef we’re
having beef so I would recommend red.

2 £ =22 =
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John

John

Three 57

I heard you through the walls can’t say
a word in private in this house, but that
won’t matter because tonight we’re all going
to be very open and honest. Aren’t we?

I hope so

A full and frank discussion.
Red please.

Red it is.

Thank you.

Il go and find a suitable bottle, I'm sure
you have this, you have different bottles
suited to different occasions, some for when
really very important guests are here.

I’'m happy with whatever.

Others for when guests are

less important.

Can you stop being so fucking bitchy.

BUT THAT’S WHAT THIS IS.
ISN'T IT?
THE ULTIMATE BITCH FIGHT.

No.

It doesn’t have to be.

You just wanted to meet her. That’s what
you said.

Can I just confess I don’t know why either of
us are even in this situation. I mean look at
him. Look at that!

It’s a nice jacket,

I wasn’t pointing at his jacket sweetheart.
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John

John
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John

John

John

John

Why are you calling her that? When did you
get so fucking

He’s pathetic.

Camp?

Well I don’t think he’s pathetic at all.
You don’t. Well. Right.

And neither do you really. You're trying to
make yourself feel better but you don’t need
to be mean like this. I’'m not mean. 1
appreciate him there’s respect maybe that’s
what he went looking for.

Yeah but if you lived with him.
I don’t play games.
But if you lived with him.

Yes I’d like to.
I’d like to do that.

Red yes?
Whatever you think is appropriate.

I'm sorry.

Don’t be.

You like my jacket?

What?

You said you liked it yes?

Yes.

And how do I'look generally?

Fine.

John

EZSEE

John

John

John

John

John
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No oh no don’t say fine. It’s not about fine,
it’s about better than fine, it’s about being
brilliant, being exciting. Sa

I think you’re beautiful, very exciting John. I
love your clothes. I love the bits of mess you
have it’s all very you it’s a halo of
disorganisation and I love it.

Thank you.

Red.

Thank you.

Shall we sit, dinner will be a little while.
Alright.

Well.

Shall we play a game?
What?
Cards?

Discuss the news?
No.

What then?

Talk.

About?
Get to know each other.
We don’t like each other,
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You might get on.

What do you do?
Builder.

Really?

No. Not really. You.

I'm a classroom assistant.
Not a proper job.

I like it.

But really you want to be . . .
I'm very happy.

But really.

Really.

But really.

Yes alright maybe retake my A levels, train
to be a doctor, in an ideal world that’s what
I'd do.
Okay.

What happened first time round?
With your A levels.

Tragedy
or stupidity? It’s always one or the other.

Broken family, death of a parent, the child
goes off the rails something like that, or
alternatively they’ve always been a bit thick
but no one’s ever told them, and then they
get their results and it’s staring them in the
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face. D I’ E spells stupid. For them. So? Is
that what happened? Stupid is it?

I didn’t give a fuck.

You didn’t give a fuck. Oh. You didn’t give
a. That’s clever you didn’t give a fuck. Oh.

I hated school so I got out, started my own
business,

Doing what?
Tourist guides of the city.

Tourist guides of the fucking city but now
you're a babysitter so

Teaching assistant.

Yeah but that’s the same so it all fucked up
did it?

Worked for ten years, then yes eventually it
fell apart yes.

I’m in business.
Really?

Yes he is.
Broker.

Fulfilling?

Not the point is it “fulfilling’?

But you’re happy?

Generally yes. Happy? Yes. Yes I really like
my job.
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That bit was honest what I just said, John
tells me I should point it out when I'm
honest because it’s so rare but yes, actually,
thank you for asking I’'m actually genuinely

happy.
Well that’s good.

Is it just me or does it feel like we’re all
waiting for something to happen?

Why did you fuck him?

I thought it would be good, I don’t think
that’s the surprising bit, it’s surprising I felt
anything. It’s surprising it turned into a
relationship and that we’re all here now.

In my flat.

In your very nice flat yes.

Yes. Okay.

Yes.

I think we have a lot in common.

Well we certainly have one fucking thing in
common.

I’'ll go and check on the food. But that’s just
an excuse to leave really.

Honesty again there.

John

John

John

John

John

John

John

Music?

No.

I’'m sorry. This must be horrible.
I’'m not going to let you go John.
Thank you.

But you could contribute a little more.

You'll break that.

Sorry.

What is it?

I don’t know it was on the side.
Is it yours?

I don’t know what it is, I'm sorry I’'m not
speaking, I'm sorry, I know it’s weird but I'm
trying to work out how to handle this who to
be because I'm two different people with the
two of you when you’re separate and now
I'm in the middle and no one.

Be yourself.

But I have absolutely no idea who that is,
everyone else seems to have a personality a
character but I've never, I've never — [
used to do voices, I remember this, and I
don’t think anyone can really understand it
when I say it but I remember one moment
when I couldn’t think what was my own
voice, I'd been doing high voices and
northern voices and men’s voices and
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impressions of the teachers and my dad,
and people on the telly and everyone was
laughing and I tried to go back to my own
voice but I couldn’t remember what it was.

Sit down.
It’s alright.

And I always stand in front of the mirror for
ages, every day I never know what to wear,
when I go shopping for clothes I bring him
and he says it’s up to you, what do you like,
and I think I don’t know I don’t have a
fucking clue just choose something that isn’t
too strange, that means I don’t look like

a fucking idiot.

I think you look lovely.
Thank you.

And it’s simple. You just need to pick the
right moment.

For...

To tell him.

Right.

Then you’ll know exactly who you are.

Right ...
Yes

You are going to tell him aren’t you?
Of course, otherwise yo‘u wouldn’t have —
That’s the only reason I'm here.

Exactly.
When?

John

John

John

John

John

John

Dessert?

Yes yes.
Sorry.

Yes.

Well?

What? What?
How is it?

It’s ready.

Okay well shall we sit down then, shall we
make a start because I doubt any of us want
this to go on all night.

No, we’ll wait.

For what?

We’re expecting one more.

I'm sorry?

I beg your sorry. We’re expecting . . .

This is private, you know what that means?
Or is this something you’re orchestrating
something you’re setting up is this a trick, or
a trial or what? Is this a fucking shaming

or an inquest? Who who who is it? Who

is it?
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It’s my dad.
Your dad?

Ha

Your dad? Why?

He’s been lonely since Mum died and he
doesn’t get out much and I thought

COME ON!

Well I'm regretting it now if I'm honest I'm
regretting it now, but when I didn’t know
what she was like when I thought she might
be a bruiser or eight feet tall you know you’d
painted this picture and I thought it might
be good to have some back-up. I thought
i’ll be two against one, and I was talking to
Dad about it and he offered to come round.
Course now I've met her, of course I know I
didn’t need to I mean no offence sweetheart
but ’'m not threatened but anyway he’s
invited now and he’ll be here in a minute
and we just have to deal with it okay?

So he knows.
Yes.

He knows about all of it?

You told him.

I was upset.

John

John

John
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P'm sorry I'm really sorry I'm sorry you’re
here for this, this is

It’s okay. I can see that it might be
intimidating the two of us, and there’s only
one of him, not that this is a fight, not that
we’re fighting for you, but no I can see why
he’s been invited.

You’re a fuck-up.

P'm not the cause. Pm not the cause of any
of this. ‘

Maybe we shouldn’t talk about it. When he
gets here. Maybe we should just have dinner
and talk about uncontroversial things like
politics or religion or cricket he likes cricket
doesn’t he?

None of us know anything about cricket.
Do we?
Unless you . . .

No.

No. Exactly. We all hate cricket. We can at
least agree about that and anyway. You
think we could all sit here for an hour and
not talk about it? He’ll want to. He’s raring
to go, because he loves you too John, he
thinks we’re great together he’s completely
disappointed in you for this. When I told
him it was on the phone and it’s difficult
to tell but I think he was really upset he said
absolutely I absolutely want to come and
back you up give John a piece of my mind
that’s what he said so I don’t think there’s
any stopping him.

Well this is a farce now, that’s what this has
become. This was serious, now it’s parents
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and tarts and vicars and I think we should
cancel I really think that we should

John. Calm down, I’'m sure he’s a
reasonable man. We’re all civilised.

He eats tinned food straight from the tin I
don’t know.

I eat tinned food straight from the tin I think
more people do that than you would
imagine, '

Oh God oh God oh God this is the worst
night of my life.

* I'might check on the beef again.

NO. You know the beef is fine, you’re
staying here and when he gets here you're
opening the door he’s your guest. Stay there.

John, come on. It’s fine.

Yes. She’s right. John, This is a bit of a fuck-
up, the whole thing I mean, but nothing
disastrous is going to happen. I mean we’re
not starving, there’s no earthquake or flood,
and there are a lot of people living in the
Third World right now and they aren’t
moaning they aren’t going uh uh uh what
am I, I don’t know, they’re playing football
and smiling some of them and trying to
make their lives better so please please
please you in your nice shirt, your angst all
this moaning is offensive really it’s horrible
because there’s nothing really, there’s
nothing truly important going on.

You've nearly been crying all night like
there now you’re nearly going now . . . see

John

John

John
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it does matter of course it does and for me, I
mean if you really think about it tonight
could change everything. I turn one way 1
have children and a normal family

Normal.

I turn the other way and I'll always be
wondering if I made the right decision. Our
whole lives turn on tonight.

I thought you’d made your decision John.
John.

Well 111

Oh God.

Of course he hasn’t made a fucking decision
he says it in the moment he says he knows
what he thinks but really I mean why do you
think I invited my dad?

You don’t know him as well as I do.
He’s worse than you think.

There’s all sorts of things you’ll come to
realise.

Really?
Oh no. No.

Please.

Oh of course wonderful, and there he is.
Fuck. Go on then answer it. Let’s get on
with it. I might be cutting my wrists when
you get back.
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Dad.

Hell of a time getting here. Tubes. Tube
tubes. Hello. How are you?-

It’s good to see you.

Is she here?

They’re both through there.
Bought you some wine.
Thanks.

Red. Don’t know if it’s good. Hard to tell
ism’t it, but it cost over seven pounds and
that’s what they say isn’t it? If you go over
seven pounds you can’t go wrong really.

Thanks Dad it’s very considerate.
Come here.

I'm sorry Pm sorry. It’s so difficult.
Come on.

I thought it was all set for. For ever but he’s
sat there, he’s just sat there and I don’t know
any more I don’t know if he cares.

Come on. We've got work to do haven’t we?
Haven'’t we? And I'm here. I'll always be
here for you.

But you won’t. Dad. Not in the end. That’s
the thing, you won’t. You’ll die. But 1 always
thought when you did at least he’d always be

Well you’ve got me tonight at least. Shall we
go through? Yes? Alright then.

You’re very understanding.

g

John

John
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Well we can’t let this go can we. This is what
you want?

Yes.

Well then. Off we go.
Into battle.

Through here?
Hello.

I'm his father.

Hello John.

Hi.

You must be the other woman.’
I must be yes. |

You're not manly.

No Ifm not.

He said you were manly tall with big hands
that’s what he said.

Alie was told 'm afraid.

Not that it changes things.

No I agree I don’t think it changes anything,
Dad brought a bottle of red.

Oh. Did you? Thank you. It’s very kind. It’s
good to see you. I'm glad you’re here.

You are?

Well, all views are.

Yes well I have my views
Yes I’'m sure.

I have my views can I sit here?

Yes yes.
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Good. What are you cooking?
Beef. I thought we’d sit outside actually.

In fact, now we’re all here, shall we go
straight through? Just through the doors at
the back. I mean it’s a nice evening so . . .
John will you show them? And I'll bring
dinner through in a second.

Alright.

Fine.

Through here?

Yes

Does it matter where I sit?

No anywhere anywhere you like.
Maybe you two should sit together?
Tl sit here.

Alright.

So.

He’s right.

Golden isn’t it?

Like Spain or something, A really nice
evening.

Well it’s nice weather but I don’t know if I’d
go that far.

E'TJ
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Look I think we should all be pleasant, I
think that’s better for everyone.

But this isn’t pleasant at all, is 1t?

Even so, I do hate rudeness.

~ Really?

Whatever the situation, call me old-
fashioned but I do prefer courtesy.
Consideration. It’s how we get things done
in a civilised way. Don’t you think?

Where did he find you?
Oh well. Didn’t last long. Rudeness it is.
John?

He didn’t find me, Jesus Christ, I thought
you were supposed to be from the days
people had respect or something,

He didn’t find me anywhere, we just always
used to see each other around then
eventually we got talking. Then we had sex
and we discovered all the time that there
was something there.

That we were falling in love.

Is that a fair summing up John?

Yes. Yes. That’s right.

And before you complain, no, he wasn’t in a
relationship at the time.

That’s what he told you?

They had broken up, the relationship was
over. :

Well it isn’t over now.
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John why don’t you speak up for yourself?
I really don’t know. ‘
Sorry.

That’s the last apology I want to hear that
won’t get us anywhere. And I think in the
end this will come down to something very
simple.

You’re being selfish.

I think you need to work out what you are.
Tast.

I think you need to work out what you are.

" There.

Smells great.

He’s a good cook.

There . ..

And there . . .

John do the wine.

Do start straight away when I've.
Red for everyone?

Yes.

Yes.

Thank you.

Good. Good. You don’t say grace do you?

I don’t think anyone does these days.
What do you . . .
We never said grace Dad. We never.

Well I do now.
Oh.

I
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Since your mother died I’ve become a bit
different, I think it changes you when you’re
living on your own. Saw those children on
the television in Bangladesh or wherever
that flood was. You know and they don’t
have food or water to drink, so these days 1
tend to say grace, not because I believe in
God but because it’s good to remember how
lucky we are.

I really agree with that.

You do?

Yes. I think that’s absolutely right.
Don’t try to flatter me.

I'm not.
I think that’s spot on.

Right

T’'ve been on my own for a while too.
Have you.

Difficult sometimes isn’t it?

What are you doing?

Dad, do you want all the veg,

What?

Veg?

Oh yes, thanks.

So are you going to say grace? Or . . .

No it’s all been said now. And we have more
important things to discuss really don’t we?

John.
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Right.
Please start, please do start.

You need to work out what you are don’t
you?

That’s at the heart of all this.
Yes?

Because it’s certainly not his fault, and
although I don’t know her, and I'm sure she
had some hand in it, some kind of
temptation whatever it was, well, we mustn’t
blame her. It’s not her responsibility at the
end of the day it’s yours. There will always
be other people, as well you know, it comes
down to your behaviour.

It’s down to you.

When you came home with my son, and
you said you loved each other, it took some
getting used to of course, I mean I've never
thought it was wrong but it’s just not how
you imagine your life turning out when you
have an only child, of course you hope for
grandchildren and not, you know you hope
for biological grandchildren really, but we’re
well past that now, we’ve had years to get
used to, no not get used to, appreciate how
lucky we are that our son is happy. And
when my wife died that was her greatest
happiness. That our son had found someone
he loved. You John. You.

Please please don’t make me feel guilty I do
know the situation I'm well aware of what’s
going on and how important it is.

ry
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Hear me out John.

Yes hear him out please please don’t answer
/ anything.

‘The fact is that some of us like women and
some like men and that’s fine that’s good in
fact that’s good, a good thing, but it seems to
me that you’ve become confused.

Yes?

I don’t know maybe you want children that’s
understandable, maybe you’re having a
crisis of confidence, maybe you think for
some reason you want to be more . . .
normal, in some way, but the thing is, and I
want you to know this, is that I love you as
you are.

You love my son, and you’re a wonderful
person

I think you’ll both be happy for your whole
lives.

So I see this as a blip, is what I'm saying.

I'm sorry love.

You're a blip.

Love.

You’ve never been interested in women
before. Said so yourself.

That’s right never before but

Well then. So this 1s obviously about
something else. You’re subconsciously
trying to prove something, and we won’t
blame you for that, but you have to
understand it has consequences for the
people involved. Yes I think of course we
grow in our lives, we evolve to some extent,
from one year to the next, but we can’t
deny that some things are fundamental some
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things are genetic. Baldness, or height, or
sexuality. It’s built in. You don’t choose.
I'mean if we don’t accept that we’re back to
what, how it was when I was growing up,
prosecution, prison, cures, yes? Before your
time but not for me, I remember it, when
they thought something had gone wrong with
people and we don’t believe that now, we
don’t believe that something goes wrong or
really in the end you have a choice, we think
it’s simply down to the chemicals in your
brain, they go one way you like girls, they go
the other way you like men and so on. It's
how you’re borm.

No?

This is right.

Yes?

Yes.

I don’t know, I don’t — maybe it’s not a
switch, one way or the other, maybe it’s
more like a stew, complicated things
bubbling up —

Did you plan that speech?
God. ..

This is what we call conversation actually, it
used to be popular.

No, because you didn’t really seem to be
thinking it, it was just coming out of your
mouth. Your brain was elsewhere.

I don’t know what you’re talking about.

You kept looking at my breasts as you were
talking there there you're doing it now.

The Romans.

John
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What?

The Romans just loved whoever they liked
didn’t they? They didn’t have any of this.

The Romans fucked kids John, I’'m not sure
they’re our best examples.

Look /

They threw slaves to the fons.
I'm not easily offended.

What this feels like actually . . .

But I can’t let this go, I'm not looking at
your breasts sweetheart don’t flatter yourself

What is it with sweetheart what year is this?
/ Sweetheart?

Does everyone like the beef?
Yes.
Yes it’s very good.

If I wanted to look at your breasts maybe I
would but no thank you.

Your eyes flicker towards my body all the
time. Scanning me up and down. I don’t
think men realise how obvious it is. All
through what you just said, your brain was
elsewhere, you were thinking actually she’s
quite attractive thought she’d be a dog but
things have changed now now she’s
actually quite hot actually maybe you're
now imagining a situation tonight where
John goes back to your son and I'm upset
and need comforting and you walk me
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home one thing leads to another, doing me
in the shower, up against the wall, the water
over my naked body or something, / this is
how your brain works, you’re a man, it’s
fine.

I don’t believe this. Quite obsessed some
nymphomaniac / you’ve found

Nymphomaniac what a fucking pathetic
fucking offensive sexist little fucking thing to
say if you don’t mind me pointing it out but
anyway it’s alright, there’s no need to be
defensive, it’s not that I think a man of your
age shouldn’t be thinking about sex, I think
it’s very healthy, but maybe not when he’s
giving a lecture about being faitaful. Don’t
pretend you’re on some kind of fucking high
ground when actually you're down here in
the sexy fucking dirt with the rest of us
looking at my tits.

I understand, you think you’re being
shocking / but I’'m not naive you have to
understand, I’'m really not.

I mean I take it as a compliment actually.
1It’s always nice to have attention.

Yes yes. / Alright.

I know you just care about your son.
Yes.

That’s right. I do.

Of course you do.

But you see what I'm getting at.

Glass house yes?

And I have a question. Was your wife gay?

My wife is dead.
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Obviously I meant when she was alive.
No. She wasn’t gay.

You?

Look

Of course not.

Not secretly, looking at men in magazines
Please stop it. Now.

Or your father?

No.

John, tell her to stop.

How do you know he hasn’t ever looked at a
man? He could’ve done. Nothing wrong
with it.

I think he would’ve mentioned it when I
came out,

But your mum was alive then so
I'm not gay.

In that case, if it’s genetic where’s the gene?
Because I can’t see it.

Of course in the past, I'm sure the gene was
there, of course, but was repressed in some
way, hidden, and that’s a shame, that’s not
right. But luckily it’s different now and we
can be open about what we are, so, John.

I'm sorry.
You're telling us you're bisexual.

No.
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It’s alright, there’s no judgement or —

No. I mean there’s never been any other
wornen so

What then?

John?

Who are you really?
It’s alright.

Take your time.

Take your time.

I've had enough.

You've been sat there dribbling into this
really nice food that I've prepared stirring it
around and around and we’ve all been .
trying to ignore the scratching and the
mumbling and all of that, and you obviously
you would rather throw our whole lives
away than make a decision, yes?

Right. So I've had enough. I'm making a
decision for you.

I don’t want you. Maybe ' I’ll find someone
else, I don’t know, I don’t think they’ll be as
right as you but I can see now that you’re
never going to be happy never in your life,
0 go on go away with her and fuck it all up
without me.

e
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Now / hangon...

T've lost.

I'm the loser.
QOut on the floor.
KO. I'm dead.

Just wait /. . . you're getting.

Off you go.

Off you fucking #rot.
Now.

Out

Out.

Out of my house please
Go on.

Really?
Yes.
Really though?

Alright.
No. I’'m sorry.
What?

You can’t rgject him. That isn’t fair. What am
I'supposed to do then?

I think you should stay out of this.

I think you should stay out of this.

It has to be John’s decision.

You understand that don’t you, really, you
know it has to be down to him.,

Because if he leaves now if you make it for
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him, you’ll never know, and I'll never know,
for sure.

Fuck.

Yes.

You're right
Yes.

Bitch.

You'’re right.

. But unfortunately that means we’re back to

John.

Pass the wine.

There.

John?

What do you think?

It’s up to you:

John please -
Let him think.

I am that’s all he’s been doing but I want
him to know that just because I'm not
crying like your son or because maybe I
can’t exactly articulate how I feel I am dying
as well here.

John

John

John
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He’s well aware of your feelings I'm sure.
He’s sinking,

Sinking?

Down down look at him quicksand the more
he sits there and doesn’t do anything he —
Look...I...

Fuck. Oh fuck I’'m losing you

Mad. / Mad

Okay. John.
P'm sorry.
It’s up to you.

It’s up to you.

Shit.
Okay

Sorry.
No.
Tve.
Yes?

I love you.
I really do but sex with her is . . . better you
have to, to know that I enjoy it more.

And we don’t argue, she doesn’t make me
feel like I'm less than you, she makes me
feel intelligent makes me think I can do
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things with how clever I am, win things, that
I’'m unusually clever and I've never felt that
with you sorry but not in the same way do
you understand that? '

I understand / what you’re saying yes.

You always make me feel like shit because
you’re so fucking insecure we’ve talked
about that

We’ve talked about that yes we worked
through exactly that / thing and I try

And we don’t have any plans for the future,
you and me, you don’t like to speak about it,

" you close my mouth sew it shut whenever I

mention it because you think we’re tempting
fate or whatever but it means we’ve never
progressed. And bringing your dad here, I
mean what a fuck-up.

I'm / family John so —
So much insecurity about
WE’VE TALKED ABOUT —

YOU WANTED ME TO SPEAK SO
FUCKING LET ME SPEAK AND
DON'T CRITICISE ME IF I GET MY
WORDS WRONG. She’s better she’s better
than you look at her, I don’t want to be
crude but her vagina is amazing I love
touching it and looking at it and she reads
the same novels as me and she cooks as well,
maybe not like you not technically in the
same league as you but it’s not from recipes
in the Guardian, it’s proper, she’s learnt it
from her mum, it’s not

Posh

John

John

John
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It’s not
Flashy, butit’s —

Her grass is fucking greener right now that’s
/ all.

You want to know what I am okay okay I
don’t know okay.

When I was at uni and I finally decided I'd
do it and come out, all these people hugged
me and were proud of me and said how brave
I'was and suddenly people were touching
me and I was wearing different clothes and 1
was part of a scene, even walking differently T
think and everyone said the real me was
emerging, that I'd been repressed, and so 1
thought I must’ve done the right thing then,
but it didn’t feel like that to me. I had to
make more of an effort than before, and yes
I fancied men, a lot a lot but I never got why
that changed anything other than who I
wanted to fuck. What did it matter? Gay
straight, words from the sixties made by our
parents, sound so o/d, only invented to get
rights, and we’ve got rights now so

Some rights, not enough and they’re under
attack all the time and not properly
defended in this country / even without
people like you — how did we get on to this?

They’re horrible horrible words what they
do how they stop you

/ ‘horrible words’

and I can see now I can see that it’s about
who the person is. Not man or woman but
What they’re like. What they do. Why didn’t
anyone say? I thought I thought your
generation was all for that. Peace. Love. So
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why are you telling me that what I sleep with
is more important that who I sleep with?

You love my son. That’s what’s / important.

Why are you telling me I have to know what
I am? 1t doesn’t matter, I love him because
he makes me toast in bed and he’s scared of
cling film. I love her because she makes me
feel as old as I really am.

She’s gentle.

You’ve never been that.

~ Gentle. No.

No.

No.

But then again.

Maybe you’re right, you might be the devil
but at least I know what I'm getting into.

Yeah not a decision all that though is it?
I seem to be holding her hand don’t I?

If you say so.

by

John

John
John

John

Maybe you should both . .

I need to get dessert.

John. No.

I don’t understand this.
John,

This isn’t you.

You’ll regret this.

I better check.

Come on. Let’s go.

John?

I just want to be happy.
We will be.
Yes.

Three

gothen. I...

You told him, he knows now.

Yes oh, but but they’re right everyone I've
ever looked at or had sex with or anything

has been a man so

/ That doesn’t matter
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John

w
John

John

John

John

John

except you and you seem perfect but maybe
I'm depressed ill

/ No

or probably this is just madness some
emotional problem as he said no one else
has these issues so maybe I need to —

You love me.

some psychosis caused by a homophobic
society or something,

John you’re thinking everywhere.

Maybe they’re right, it’s what I'm born with,
my genes, my my my nature, just men, just
gay, clear and

This isn’t good for you. This house, him,
look at how you are right now, he makes you
feel young and small and stupid and it’s not
about sexuality at all; in the end, it’s what he
does to you.

Yes.
So now’s when you leave.

Thank you. Yes. Yes.

So the dessert was cheesecake here it is:
cheesecake. I made your favourite John
your favourite in all the world, a nice
cheesecake I think it was going to be a
tactic a final gesture in case things hadn’t
gone well a final bribe or flourish or
something a really big cheesecake but too
late now and am I not pathetic? I spent all
my time on this and look at it big and
goopy 1 feel so fucking stupid bringing it

John

John

John

John

John

John
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out now, really really I do but Dad said I
should show it to you, show you what I did,
the effort all that. So there it is John. There’s
your cheesecake, if you feel like staying with
me for a bit you could have some we could
share a piece if you like but you’re going
with her aren’t you so you should probably
fuck off now, and me and Dad’ll eat it
instead. Bye.

John’s made his decision.
We’re leaving, Both of us.

Thanks for the evening,
I’'m sorry it’s been so difficult.

John . ..

John come on.

I’m supposed to make a decision what I am.
What?

What I am.

No, you don’f have to,

Yes.

Why do you —

Pm tired.

Im. .. Sorry.

It’s .
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I can’t.

Alright then.

. I'll get your coat.

Here.
Here you are.
Your coat.

Your coat.

Here

Here

Put it on.

He’s made his mind up.

We've had enough now.

All of us I think.

Here.

Oh!

Fuck! What the fuck are you —

You want me to go? / John?

by

=
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Are you alright?
/ Yes

So I'll go for ever, and me wearing your
shirt, in a hotel in Paris, walking around
glimpses of what’s between my legs,

/ Fuck

all of that and everything else in the future,
all leaving, all going, me pregnant eating
biscuits and then the hospital bed,
everything you described to me, everything
we imagined, you holding my hand, and
Jack’s born and grows up there he is, and
later Katherine and later their kids all six of
them, gathered together to see us, all of us
around the table at Christmas see? We’re all
smiling and I’m still looking great even
though we’re old, and everything about us
both is beautiful until we die together and
happy, all of that is walking out the door
and you’ll be left with him. Just him.

And his fucking cake.

So last chance.

Good decision John. Well done.
Fuck you.

Shit.
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Look at me. Before I go. Look at me.

Right.

I’'m sorry. 'm sorry she was —

It’s alright.

~ It’s alright now.

Isn’t it?

We’re fine.

Come here.

No.

No.

Go away stand further away.

Well fuck you I thought I was the one you.
This isn’t what I want.

I just.

1 think this is easier.

Okay.

Dinner was excellent.

o
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Thank you.

Do you want me to stay tonight?
OrshallT...?

Yes. Stay. The sofa bed. In the spare room.
You've done it before, You know where it is.

Yes.

Maybe I'll leave you, go upstairs, sort myself
out.

Okay.

Good.

Love you both,
Thank you.

I mean it.
Huh.

Thanks Dad.

So.

You can help me take these through.

After seven years I wasn’t just going to let
you go.

If you want children we can have children
and Christmas and whatever all of that, we
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John

John

John

can have that ourselves, you know we can
do anything you want we can.

Are you going to help?
No.

You see, there’s your nature. Goming
through.

That’s genetic

Laziness.

. Right there.

Clan you go away, go away back inside the
house and close the door and leave me out
here for the evening on my own please.

You’ve made a decision now.
You can’t go back.

I KNOW.

I’m your fucking trophy.

Before you come in can you bring the
cushions and make sure the lights are oft?

Three

Yes?
John?
John?

You fucking prick I'll go I'll go but I just
need a yes from you.

Cushions and lights.

Yes?

One little word. One little word and 'l
Come on say it.

Say it.

Yes.

Say it.

Say it.

Yes I'll bring them in when I come and
switch off the lights.

Yes.
Say it.

Say it.
Say it.

Say it.
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‘But that’s what this is, isn’t it? The ultimate
bitch fight.’

When John takes a break from his boyfriend, he
accidentally meets the girl of his dreams. Filled
with guilt and indecision, he decides there is
only one way to straighten this out . . .

Mike Bartlett’s punchy new story takes a playful,
candid look at one man’s sexuality and the
difficulties that arise when you realise you have
a choice.

Cock premiered at the Royal Court Theatre,
London, on 13 November 2009.

‘A smart, prickly and rewarding view of sexual
and emotional confusion . . . The writing is
lubricious, sometimes grubby and in places
savagely unpleasant. But it has a wounding
authenticity. We laugh nervously, aware of its
precision.’

Evening Standard

‘Mike Bartlett has proved a devastatingly astute
observer of adults behaving badly and this
latest work is no exception . . . He is mercilessly
accurate, wickedly funny and strangely
touching.’
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